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Year 11 Attendance. 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

   

  We have been very concerned over the last week or so about rapidly deteriorating levels of 

attendance in year 11.  We understand of course that we have a small number of pupils who have tested 

positive for COVID 19 and therefore have been forced to isolate.  However, this does not account for the 

very high percentage of pupil absence we are seeing in this year group which was above 50% by the end of 

last week.   

  

 This very low level of attendance is hugely concerning as year 11 is such an important year and so much 

time has been missed already.  The current line from Welsh Government is that GCSE exams will go ahead 

as normal this year and so it really is critical that pupils are in school as much as they possibly can be.  We 

are placing work on Microsoft Teams for the pupils who have been forced to stay home but it is in no way a 

substitute for being in school as we are not able to provide any live teaching element.   

  

 We understand that the ever-changing guidance on when to isolate etc. can be very confusing but Welsh 

Government advice is now clear that under-18s do not need to isolate unless they have had a positive PCR 

test and pupils who think they may have COVID symptoms should book a test as soon as possible.  Even if 

pupils are identified as a close contact of somebody who has tested positive, they are still able to come to 

school themselves but are advised to get a PCR test on day 2 and day 8 after they are notified of the 

potential close contact. 

 

We know that the rising number of cases being reported in schools is concerning for families but please be 

reassured that we are doing all we can to keep school safe.  And, for our year 11 students especially, we 

need to weigh the low risk of infection and associated illness against the high risk of lost learning and 

associated life chances. 

                                                                         Yours sincerely 

 

Miss E. Jordan 

Headteacher 

West Monmouth School    
Ysgol Gorllewin Mynwy    
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