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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Christmas is rapidly approaching and again the 
school has had a very successful term. New pupils 
have settled in very well into Year 7 and a large 
number of pupils have joined other year groups 
during the term from other schools. Our number on 
roll is now 1034 – an increase of nearly 400 pupils 
in four years. Staff who joined us in September 
have also settled well and are making an excellent 
contribution to the success of our pupils and the 
school. 
 

This newsletter will give a flavour of the excellent 
work going on at WMS and the range of 
experiences on offer to the pupils is very 
impressive. The school continues to make teaching 
and learning a priority and in order for this to be 
successful, the partnership between school, 
parent/carer and pupil is vital. Thank you to all at 
home for your support in ensuring that this priority 
continues to be at the forefront of what we do.  Last 
summer, the percentage of pupils gaining 5 or 
more A*/A grades at GCSE was 14.9% - more than 
double what was achieved the previous year.  
 

Year 11 have just completed their mock GCSEs – a 
vital part of their preparation for success next 
summer. We wish them well in gaining results to 
enable them to progress to the next stage in their 
lives. 
 

In addition to the excellent work in classes, a large 
number of extra-curricular activities are on offer for 
our pupils. Performing Arts continues to have a 
very high profile and this term the pupils staged 
‘Into the Woods’ – a really challenging undertaking, 
but one that the pupils and staff responded to with 
outstanding results. Just last week our KS3 pupils 
gave excellent performances of ‘Peter Pan’ to 
pupils from our cluster primary schools, evening 
performances for the public and also an afternoon 
performance followed by afternoon tea (prepared 
and served by our pupils and staff) for members of 
the local community. 
 

Sporting success continues at WMS and our teams 
and individuals are excelling in a wide range of 
sports. It is so encouraging to see so many pupils 

and staff giving up their time regularly to be 
involved in such activities.  
 

Most parents will have noticed the extensive works 
being carried out at the top of the school. The 
astroturf is being replaced with a 3G pitch that will 
allow it to be used in all winds and weathers. This 
will be a tremendous facility for our school and also 
for the local community teams who are already 
queuing up to book their evening sessions. It is 
hoped that this work will be completed by Easter 
2020. 
 

The lunchtime computer clubs have been 
established recently and are overflowing, and many 
other departments and faculties run lunchtime and 
afterschool events for our pupils. Many thanks to all 
staff involved in enriching the lives of our young 
people through these activities. 
 

As we head into the last few days of this term, I 
would like to thank our pupils, staff, governors and 
parents for the way in which we all work together to 
retain and enhance the reputation of West 
Monmouth School.  
 

In closing, as I head into retirement, I would add my 
personal thanks to all associated with West Mon for 
working so well with me during the last four years. 
This is a very special school with a great history 
and tradition and these values continue to be safe 
in the hands of those involved. It has been a real 
privilege to serve as your Headteacher and to end 
my career back in Pontypool where I started almost 
40 years ago and I wish the new headteacher, Miss 
Emma Jordan, all the very best as she takes up the 
reigns in January. 
 

On behalf of all at West Mon, I wish you a very 
happy and blessed Christmas and a very healthy, 
happy and successful 
New Year. 
 
Best Wishes 

 
Gareth Whitcombe 
Headteacher 
 

 



                    

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As ever, there has been lots going 

on in Explore this half term. Pupils 

celebrated Armistice Day by 

studying the poem ‘In Flanders 

Fields’ by John McCrae. 

Remembrance is very important in 

West Monmouth School, and we 

ensure we pay our respects through 

our studies as well as personally. 

Some lovely annotation and apt 

visual  representations showed how 

much pupils enjoyed discussing the 

poet’s ideas 

 

Reading rulers have been in use both in the library and in classrooms. Reading rulers are a 

brilliant way of helping pupils to focus on key words and phrases as well as forming excellent 

spelling habits through word recognition. Your reading ruler could be a colourful bookmark, an 

actual ruler or even a pencil or pen! This is an excellent technique which we use in GCSE to help 

with proofreading too; so we’re forming those habits nice and early. 

 



 

 

And some more great news!  

We can rest assured we will be safe in case of an accident as our very own  

Finley-James has become a St John’s First-Aider. He is proficient in ‘DR ABC’  

and even brings his own blue gloves. Well done, Finley-James!  
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What will they read?! If you’re struggling with where 

to go after  Jacqueline Wilson and David Walliams 

then some of our girls are loving reading the ‘dark’ 

Disney series. With their colourful foil on a dark 

background, this is an attractive addition to any 

teenager’s  bookshelf. Mrs Baker reports they have 

been consonantly booked  out in the library, so they 

must be popular! 

 

Of course, it’s not just about literacy in Explore; we work 

really hard to sharpen pupils’ numeracy skills too. This half 

term, we have been learning map skills and using numeracy 

skills to determine grid references, scale and bearings. This 

is always a really popular topic as part of our ’All About Me’ 

theme, and pupils love using Ordnance Survey maps to 

explore their local area. 

 



 

Number Workout. 

  Number Christmas Corner Workout. 

 

Three Sacks Challenge 1 

 

The elves have packed 3 sacks ready for Santa to deliver. 

 

In each sack there are up to 5 presents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the yellow and red sacks there are 6 presents. 

 

In the yellow and green sacks there are 7 presents. 

 

In the red and green sacks there are 5 presents. 

 

How many presents in each sack? 

 

Yellow_________ Red_________ Green___________ 

 

How many presents in total? ____________ 

 

 

 

Three Sacks Challenge 2 

 

The elves have packed another 3 sacks ready for Santa to deliver. 

 

In each sack there are up to 8 presents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the yellow and red sacks there are 12 presents. 

 

In the yellow and green sacks there are 10presents. 

 

In the red and green sacks there are 8 presents. 

 

How many presents in each sack? 

 

     Yellow________ Red________   Green________ 

 

         How many presents in total? _________ 

 

 

 

         Answers on Year 9 Careers page 

 

 

 

 



WMS Eco-committee has started this term; open to all years! Lots of activities have taken place so far. 

These activities include creating homes for hedgehogs, talks abouttudents’ eco-adventures outside of 

school, creating displays on ocean plastic, eco-friendly Christmas card making and most recently, selling 

raffle tickets to raise money for an eco-charity, Just One Tree. Currently, we have over-taken our target 

of £100 which means that over 100 trees will be planted in places which have experienced devastating 

deforestation. We welcome new members throughout the year to join us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 13th November, 84 year 9 pupils had the fantastic opportunity to meet Steven Frank, a Holocaust 

survivor. We were all griped by Steven’s powerful story after learning about the horrific events of the 

Holocaust in RE lessons.  Steven Frank was born in 1935 into a secular Jewish family in Amsterdam, the 

Netherlands. With the outbreak of war, the family, despite having ample opportunity to flee to Britain, 

decided to remain in Holland mainly because his father was the legal member of a board that governed one 

of the most advanced Jewish mental hospitals in the world and many workers in the field of mental health 

visited this place. Steven told a harrowing and truly emotional story of his family and how his father was 

imprisoned, tortured and sent to Auschwitz-Birkenau where, due to his poor physical condition, he was 

gassed in January 1943. 

 

Pupils found hearing Steven’s story a memorable experience. Many pupils were even lucky enough to have a 

question and answer session with Steven and were captivated by his emotive experiences about how he, his 

mother and two brothers slowly began to rebuild their lives in Britain, after his mother persuaded the 

Royal Air Force to fly her and her boys from Plzen to England.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WMS Eco-committee has started this term; open to all years! Lots of activities have taken place so far. 

These activities include creating homes for hedgehogs, talks about students’ eco-adventures outside 

of school, creating displays on ocean plastic, eco-friendly Christmas card making and most recently, 

selling raffle tickets to raise money for an eco-charity, Just One Tree. Currently, we have over-taken 

our target of £100 which means that over 100 trees will be planted in places which have experienced 

devastating deforestation. We welcome new members throughout the year to join us.  

 



 

During this past term, the Equal Voice project have had another very 

busy time.   
 

This year pupils made hand painted wooden poppies with Torfaen Youth 

Service and sold them to raise money for The Royal British Legion.  
 

 

We also held an assembly and invited the 

Blaenavon Branch of the Legion to join us. We 

presented them with a cheque for £450 from 

the sale of the poppies (pictured left and below) 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been working 

with an Artist – Craig 

Lewis on pieces of art 

work as part of a 

workshop about Hate 

Crime, the young people 

created canvases with 

positive words. 
 
 

 

 

 

We held our Youth Forum elections for new members,  

the young people who wanted to be part of the forum 

were interviewed by a panel. The panel were very 

impressed by the young people.  

 

We also chose the new chairs - Savannah Miller and 

Leighton Dixon and vice chairs Rona Jones and  

Maisie Johnson  (pictured right). 
  

 



 

        We have had a busy term in the Languages Faculty ! 
 

A student from Cardiff University has been working with some 

of our pupils, encouraging them with languages and teaching 

them about the importance of languages in a global world 
 

The student will continue to work with our pupils, and in March 

there will be a ceremony at Cardiff University to celebrate 

their success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A few of our pupils were chosen to take part in the training to become Pupil Language Ambassadors.  The 

day started with pupils learning Mandarin, followed by French, German and finally Spanish.  Pupils then 

learnt about the role of the ambassador – advocating and spreading the word about languages and also 

showing the community of languages to a wider audience.  Pupils will now help the Languages Department in 

their new roles. 

 

Here are just a few photos from the Pupil Language Ambassador training.   

 

 

Pupils had a fab day ! 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

For the third year running Year 9 pupils have been involved in exposure to a huge range of career 

pathways available in the construction industry, provided by Kier Construction. 

 

The pupils thoroughly enjoyed learning about the various job opportunities available.  It was a 

great experience for the pupils. 

 
 

 

   

 

Year 11 parents evening and joint Careers fair.  There were a variety of 

outside organisations on hand to give advice to Year 11, Careers Wales, 

College Gwent, Hereford College, Apprentice opportunities and many 

more employers.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 and parents found this event highly beneficial in 

decision making for the future. 
 

 

 

 

 

Number Christmas Corner Workout. 

 

Three Sack Challenge 1 

Yellow 4   Red 2  Green 3  Total number of presents 9 

 

Three Sack Challenge 2 

Yellow 7   Red 5  Green 3  Total number of presents 15 



 

 

Art department news 
NEWSLETTER  

This year WMS school remembered the 

service men that gave their lives for us.  

113 ceramic poppies were placed at the 

school entrance, in honor and remem-

brance of the 113 service men that  

attended WMS school and had lost their 

lives in the war.  This year the poppies 

were held in frames which allowed them 

to be more secure in the ground.   

The creation of the poppies began in July 

2017, where the art department created a 

mini factory like setup with many groups 

of pupils from year seven to eleven taking 

part in the poppy making process. Former 

Year 11 pupil Amelia Davies played an  

instrumental part in organizing and 

demonstrating to other pupils how to 

make the poppies.  The process involved 

shaping large rolled out clay slabs into 

three petal poppies.  A kiln was used to 

dry the clay designs and they were  

painted and joined up with wires.  Tap 

washers and glue were used to hold the 

designs in place.  



Year 11—Mock Exam.   

31 Year 11 students sat their 
mock GCSE exam on the 
11th & 12th December.   

Students worked in a range 
of materials from the more 
traditional drawing and 
painting to clay and mixed 
media.  

These pupils will begin their 
externally set exam straight 
after the Christmas break.. 

 

 

 

 



RUNNING CLUB 

 

Mrs Lewis and Mrs Beer 

have enjoyed  taking students 
on trail runs after school on a 
Monday. 

The club is well attended and 
we generally run at least 5K.  
We have been up the moun-
tains  and to Pontypool park.. 

 

 

 

Year 9 Plastic Pollution Cross Curricular. 

Year 9 have been looking at plastic in our 
oceans within a group of subjects.   We feel as a school 
it is important to highlight the issue of our environment 
and  make sure our message is heard.  Students have 
been working on this topic within English, Geography, 
DT, PSE and of course art.   

 

Primary transition activity.  

Many thanks to Mrs Kate 

Evans for working with our 

feeder primary schools to 

create some  mixed media 

work on the theme of  

underwater animals 



As part of the plastic  

pollution topic Geography 

 and Art took a group of  

students to Caswell Bay, 

Swansea.  Students  

completed a variety of  

tasks related to both  

subjects.  We had planned 

to complete a litter pick 

but happily the beach  

was very clean! 



And finally…..competition success.  Silvarna Charles 
in Year 11 has won a competition  which will see this 
piece of art work feature on the building of the new 
Coleg Gwent in Cwmbran.  Well done Silvarna—what 
an achievement! 



 

Hwyl a sbri with some Year 7, 8, 10 and 11 
pupils attending an Urdd Swimming Gala with 
Cerys Rosser in year 10 winning 1st place in 
Freestyle and backstroke. Then the year 7 gilrs 
frestyle relay coming 2nd place and Meghan 
Willis coming first in the Para competition- 
Bendigedig merched, nofio ffantastig! 
Cerys and Meghan will now go through to the 
next round in January – Pob lwc merched! 

Shwmae! Here in the Welsh Department we have had a busy term 
with raising the profile of Siarad Cymraeg and Bilingualism within 
the school. Staff and pupils have been celebrating Welsh and 
Welshness which has has been a great success, and many staff and 
pupils have been Siarad Cymraeg around the school – da iawn! 

Bilingualism –West Monmouth School won a tender 
from the EAS to develop Bilingualism in the school.  
Lots of plans on the horizon – watch this space in 2020  

wmscymraeg 
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AUTUMN TERM 2019 

SPORTS DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPORTS LEADERS 

Well done to our sports leaders 

who gave outstanding support to 

every pupil who took part in the 

Junior Cross Country on Pontypool 

Park! 

 

WELSH CUP - FOOTBALL 

Congratulations to the Year 9 foot-

ball team who have qualified for the 

national stage of the Welsh Cup 

after 3 difficult rounds. 

 

Results. 

Rd 1) 2-1 Bassaleg. 

Rd 2) 1-1 (4-3 pens) Croesyceiliog. 

Rd 3) 5-1 Crickhowell 

 

URDD SWIMMING GALA 

Da iawn to these amazing girls that smashed 

it in the Urdd swimming gala.  

There was plenty of success too! 

Results: 

 team relay - Runners-up 

 Megan Willis won all 3 para races  

Also, a huge congratulations to Meghan who 

will be attending a training camp in Manchester with the British Para Academy 

swimming squad. Meghan is the youngest member of the academy squad for 

the second year running. 

 

GIRLS RUGBY 

Congratulations to the Girls’ rugby 7’s 

who won the plate final against 

Tredegar B in the Tredegar Girls’ 7s 

tournament. 

 

 

Well done to Chloe who has recently joined the Dragons All-

stars Hearts ladies touch rugby team scoring a try in her very 

first game. 

MARTIAL ARTS 

Olivia Taylor (7KC) won the silver medal 

in the World Jiujitsu Championships this 

summer and most recently she became 

the No-Gi European Champion. Wining 

her final match with an arm-bar in less 

than 30 seconds! 



FOOTBALL 

 

 

 

 

 

U14 Girls defeated Blackwood 10-0 in the first round of the Welsh Cup. 

Year 7 football lost 4-2 against Monmouth in a closely battled Welsh Cup first round 

fixture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 football enjoyed their first friendly 

game of the season against Croesyceiliog— 

losing 4-2 on penalties and Year 7B (above 

right) before they played the first Year 7 

game of the season against St. Albans. 

 

 

 

RUGBY  

The Year 7 rugby having a team talk 

from Leighton Jones (Rugby officer). 

There will be plenty of rugby in the new 

year with both Year 8 & 9 qualifying for 

the knock-out stage of the Welsh Cup. 

 

 

NETBALL 

It’s been a fantastic term for netball. At 

the start of the year we had over 50 

girls in Year 7 training. So many that 

Miss Knight & Miss James now have 

FOUR teams in Year 7! 

Lots of success on the court too in the 

many matches the girls have played. 

With many more to come!  

Well done girls! 

Special mention to Emily Taylor who has 

been selected to represent South East 

Wales County Netball. 

Well done Emily! 

 


